
 

 

 
 
 
 

Births 
Hannah Wiener welcomed the birth of her great-grandson. Benjamin Jacob Smolin was 
born on August 25th, 2009 to parents Craig and Jamie Smolin.  
 

Gertrude Zemmel welcomed the birth of her great-granddaughter. Vivienne Rose      
Zemmel was born on June 29, 2009 to parents Neal and Melissa Zemmel. 
 

Armin Gelb welcomed the birth of his great-granddaughter.  Tamara Shacknofsky was 
born on August 28, 2009 to parents Amy and Kevin Shacknofsky. 
 

Weddings 
 

Lotte Lamm’s granddaughter, Michelle Lamm, married Matt Gilbert on August 15th.  
The couple was married in South Portland, ME. 
 

Armin Gelb’s grandson, Dr. Jeffrey Michael, married Debbi Chadi on June, 25th at the 
Woodbury County Club in Woodbury, Long Island.  The couple now live in Bryn 
Mawr, PA. 
 

Anniversary 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Sholom and Alma Sussman celebrated the 100th anniversary of the David 
Kantrowitz Family Benevolent Association. The association began in 1909 to assist 
relatives in Europe and is among the oldest continuously functioning Jewish family or-
ganization in the United States. 

SummerWood would like to express heartfelt    
appreciation for the generosity of Richard and 
Cyral Sheldon who recently donated the funds to 
purchase a variety of beautiful mezuzah cases that 
were hung in the common areas of SummerWood. 
The cases were carefully selected by Joan Carney 
and Rabbi Gary Lavit. SummerWood members, 
Melville Greenland and Terry Marcus, along with 
other members, eagerly assisted in the blessing 
and placement of each mezuzah. The Sheldon 
family were each invited to hang a mezuzah. 
Thank you to the Sheldon family for their kind 
gifts, which our members will enjoy for many 
years to come. 
  Pictured: Joan Carney, donors Richard, Stacey, 

Scott and Cyral Sheldon with Rabbi Gary Lavit 

 

 

SummerWood began preparing for this event in October, 2007 with a Ground Breaking ceremony 
that commenced the beginning of the expansion project. Approximately eighteen months later, 
SummerWood welcomed over two hundred guests - including members and their families, elected 
town officials, board trustees, contractors and employees, to celebrate the completion of the        
expansion with a Grand Opening and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony. The expansion included the        
addition of forty-three beautiful apartments, a new Community Center with state of the art audio and 
visual equipment, two new patios, and an expanded Dining Room. 
 

The festivities began with remarks and greetings from Rabbi Gary Lavit, Director of Pastoral       
Services of HHC; Bonnie Gauthier, President and CEO of HHC; Brad Hutensky, Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees, Hebrew Life Choices; David Houle, Executive Vice President and CFO of HHC 
and Janice Gibson, Director of Assisted Living Services Agency. Joan Carney took this occasion to 
formally thank everyone who contributed to the success of the expansion and to share her satisfac-
tion with the results. Following the speeches, the ribbon cutting ceremony took place in the bril-
liantly decorated dining room. The sense of pride and accomplishment were both visible and audible 
as the multiple ribbons were being cut. 
 

After the ceremony, guests were seen mingling and listening to the soothing music of strolling     
violinist, David Dyson. SummerWood members were comfortably seated in various areas where 
they enjoyed an assortment of hot hors d’oeuvres and beverages. A klezmer band later provided   
music in the new Community Center, where West Hartford Mayor, Scott Slifka, showed off his fancy        
footwork, dancing with members. The Grand Opening was a great success. Thanks to all who came 
out to help us enjoy this wonderful event! 
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A member of the Hebrew Health Care family 
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Pictured: Joan Carney, SummerWood Executive Director and photo of West Hartford Mayor, Scott Slifka dancing with SummerWood     
member Yetta Eigen. 



 

 

 

SummerWood members, Sholom and Alma Sussman, were recently honored for their entries in 
the Connecticut Community Care, Inc.’s (CCCI) Senior Photography Contest. Alma’s         
photograph of a broken cello in a store window with another photograph overlaid, took first 
place in the creative category. Sholom’s photograph of a lily flower won second place in the 
advanced division. 
 

When the Sussmans found out they had won these awards and were to be honored at CCCI’s 
annual dinner meeting at the Aqua-Turf Club in Southington, they immediately wanted 
SummerWood’s Program Coordinator, John Buccini, to join them at the award ceremony. John 
was the one who encouraged them to enter the contest some months ago. Organizers from 
CCCI felt it was rare for a married couple to receive awards. Joan Carney, SummerWood’s  
Executive Director, and Valerie Bartos, SummerWood’s Director of 
Community Relations were also invited to attend the event to honor 
Mr. and Mrs. Sussman. The program featured an impressive exhibit of 
the winning photos followed by a narrated slide show presentation. 
 

Asked how he felt about being honored, Sholom said, “I was       
dumbstruck, I was up against some professional photographers in the 
advanced division, I couldn’t believe I won.” Alma added, “We were 
so flattered and were even seated at a reserved table in the front row. 
We were so honored!” Congratulations Sholom and Alma! 
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Members of SummerWood are thrilled to have Therapy 
Dogs visit their home. What are Therapy Dogs? Therapy 
Dogs are highly trained, skilled dogs used to enhance the 
quality of life and education for children, adults with special 
needs and seniors. According to Therapy Dogs of Southern 
California, “It is a proven fact that petting a dog can lower 
blood pressure and calm one’s heart rate”. 
 

SummerWood therapy dogs, Oola and Ollie, are beautiful 
Bernese Mountain dogs, and Bumbalina is a sweet           
Rotweiller. All are extremely patient and loving while being 
petted by our members. Mike Grossi, owner and trainer, 
shares his experience on why he began training his dogs. 
 

Grossi said he notices the difference the dogs make to the    
people they visit. "You can really see it, the smiles and the 
joy that they get by just putting their hand on the dog’s 
head.” Judging by the joy on members faces, the benefits of 
therapy dogs are indeed validated. 

Pictured above: Therapy dogs, Oola & Ollie 
w/trainer/owner Mike Grossi, SW member 
Minna Panzer and daughter Jill Panzer.     
Pictured below, Oola, Ollie and Bumbalina. 

Pictured above: Alma Sussman, 
John Buccini and Sholom Sussman 

 

 

 

Joan Carney, Executive Director of Hoffman SummerWood Community and winner of 
Assisted Living Federations of America’s (ALFA) prestigious 2009 Executive Director 
Hero award, was among five of the extraordinary assisted living professionals invited to 
participate in the ALFA “Heroes Fly-in” to Capitol Hill. 
 

Joan, accompanied by Bonnie Gauthier, President and CEO of Hebrew Health Care, flew 
into Washington, DC on Tuesday, September 8th.  After a brief tour of the U.S. Capitol, 
Joan, along with the other Heroes, enjoyed dinner at the historic Old Ebbitt Grill. The 
Grill, located steps away from The White House, was a favorite of Presidents Grant,       
Cleveland, Harding and Roosevelt and is still a popular meeting spot for political         
insiders, journalists, celebrities and theater-goers. 

 
While on Capitol Hill, Joan visited the offices of       
Representative John Larson (D-CT) and Senator      
Christopher Dodd (D-CT) and participated in meetings 
that supported efforts to raise the visibility of senior    
living excellence and discuss the challenges that assisted 
living communities face today. Not one to rest on         
her laurels Joan is already looking forward to the      
many challenges of 2010. 
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Pictured: Vita Gellin and her 
daughter Terri Gellin, sharing their       
Tradition of the Heart! 

Bernese Mountain dogs, and Bumbalina is a sweet           

Hoffman SummerWood Community took part in the annual 
National Assisted Living Week. The theme, “Traditions of 
the Heart” provided SummerWood with an opportunity to 
recognize the traditions of our residents and share in the  
celebration of their lives. SummerWood asked the members 
and their family members to submit the traditions that are 
unique and special to them.  
 

The submissions ranged from holiday foods traditions to 
Passover traditions. A keepsake booklet was created and   
distributed to all members. Members, family members and 
staff gathered while the selections from the booklet were 
read. There were sounds of laughter and tears of appreciation 
as members proudly shared the memorable traditions that  
allow generations of family to stay connected. 

Pictured:  Joan Carney with  
Senator Christopher Dodd 

 


